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Message Text 

SECRET 

PAGE 01 STATE 206718 
ORIGIN SS-25 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO SSO-OO /026 R 

DRAFTED BY NEA/ARP:JWTWINAM:CEL 

APPROVED BY NEA:MDRAPER 

NSC:WQUANDT 

S/S-0:SVALERGA 

NF,A/ARN:NHOWF,I,T. 

101793 152246Z/66 

O 152205Z AUG 78 

FM SECSTATE WASHDC 

TO AMEMBASSY JIDDA IMMEDIATE 

SECRET STATE 206718 

EXDIS, FOR AMBASSADOR 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PEPR, SA, US 

SUBJECT: RESPONSE TO KING'S LETTER ON LEBANON 


1 . REQUEST AMBASSADOR MAKE FOLLOWING ORAL RESPONSE TO SAG 
ON LETTER WHICH IS BEING REPEATED TO YOU SEPTEL. (FYI: 

LETTER, DATED JULY 16, WAS HANDED TO DEPARTMENT BY SAUDI 
EMBASSY EARLY AUGUST AND WE HAVE HELD UP RESPONSE IN LIGHT 
OF RAPIDLY CHANGING SITUATION IN LEBANON. END FYI.) 

2. BEGIN TEXT: PRESIDENT CARTER HAS RECEIVED HIS MAJESTY'S 
LETTER OF JULY 16 ON THE SITUATION IN LEBANON AND HAS 
CONSIDERED IT CAREFULLY. THE PRESIDENT WISHES TO ASSURE 
HIS MAJESTY OF HIS DEEP CONCERN ABOUT THE TRAGIC AND 
DANGEROUS SITUATION IN LEBANON. HE SHARES HIS MAJESTY'S 
CONVICTION THAT WE MUST CONTINUE TO SUPPORT THE LEGITIMATE 
AUTHORITY IN LEBANON IN ITS EFFORTS TO REBUILD THE INSTITU- 

SECRET 


SECRET 


PAGE 02 STATE 206718 


TIONS OF THE STATE AND RESTORE STABILITY AND SECURITY 
THROUGHOUT THE COUNTRY. IT IS UNITED STATES POLICY TO 
CONTINUE TO WORK CLOSELY WITH THE KINGDOM OF SAUDI ARABIA 
TOWARD OUR COMMON OBJECTIVE OF SECURING PEACE IN LEBANON. 
IN THIS CONNECTION IT WAS MOST BENEFICIAL TO US TO HAVE 
ANOTHER OPPORTUNITY TO DISCUSS THE LEBANON SITUATION WITH 
THE GOVERNMENT DURING AMBASSADOR ATHERTON'S RECENT VISIT 
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TO THE KINGDOM. THE USG WILL, OF COURSE, CONTINUE TO WATCH 

DEVELOPMENTS IN LEBANON MOST CLOSELY AND SEEK TO INFLUENCE 
THEM WHEREVER POSSIBLE TOWARD THE RESTORATION OF ORDER. 

IN THIS ENDEAVOR WE WISH TO STAY IN THE CLOSEST CONSULTA- 
TIONS AND COOPERATION WITH THE GOVERNMENT OF SAUDI ARABIA. 
END TEXT. VANCE 


SECRET 


NNN 
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PAGE 01 STATE 206718 
ORIGIN SS-25 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO SSO-OO /026 R 

66011 

DRAFTED BY NEA/ARP:APBURLEIGH 
APPROVED BY NEA:AKORKY 
S/S-0:RSNIDER 

000512 180127Z/61 

R 171940Z AUG 78 
FM SECSTATE WASHDC 
TO AMEMBASSY BEIRUT 

SECRET STATE 206718 

EXDIS 

FOLLOWING REPEAT STATE 206718 SENT ACTION IIDDA AUG 15. 

QUOTE: SECRET STATE 206718 
EXDIS, FOR AMBASSADOR 
E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PEPR, SA, US 

SUBIECT: RESPONSE TO KING'S LETTER ON LEBANON 

1 . REQUEST AMBASSADOR MAKE FOLLOWING ORAL RESPONSE TO SAG 
ON LETTER WHICH IS BEING REPEATED TO YOU SEPTEL. (FYI: 

LETTER, DATED IULY 16, WAS HANDED TO DEPARTMENT BY SAUDI 
EMBASSY EARLY AUGUST AND WE HAVE HELD UP RESPONSE IN LIGHT 
OF RAPIDLY CHANGING SITUATION IN LEBANON. END FYI.) 
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2. BEGIN TEXT: PRESIDENT CARTER HAS RECEIVED HIS MAJESTY'S 
LETTER OF JULY 16 ON THE SITUATION IN LEBANON AND HAS 
SECRET 

SECRET 

PAGE 02 STATE 206718 

CONSIDERED IT CAREFULLY. THE PRESIDENT WISHES TO ASSURE 
HIS MAJESTY OF HIS DEEP CONCERN ABOUT THE TRAGIC AND 
DANGEROUS SITUATION IN LEBANON. HE SHARES HIS MAJESTY'S 
CONVICTION THAT WE MUST CONTINUE TO SUPPORT THE LEGITIMATE 
AUTHORITY IN LEBANON IN ITS EFFORTS TO REBUILD THE INSTITU- 
TIONS OF THE STATE AND RESTORE STABILITY AND SECURITY 
THROUGHOUT THE COUNTRY. IT IS UNITED STATES POLICY TO 
CONTINUE TO WORK CLOSELY WITH THE KINGDOM OF SAUDI ARABIA 
TOWARD OUR COMMON OBJECTIVE OF SECURING PEACE IN LEBANON. 
IN THIS CONNECTION IT WAS MOST BENEFICIAL TO US TO HAVE 
ANOTHER OPPORTUNITY TO DISCUSS THE LEBANON SITUATION WITH 
THE GOVERNMENT DURING AMBASSADOR ATHERTON'S RECENT VISIT 
TO THE KINGDOM. THE USG WILL, OF COURSE, CONTINUE TO WATCH 

DEVELOPMENTS IN LEBANON MOST CLOSELY AND SEEK TO INFLUENCE 
THEM WHEREVER POSSIBLE TOWARD THE RESTORATION OF ORDER. 

IN THIS ENDEAVOR WE WISH TO STAY IN THE CLOSEST CONSULTA- 
TIONS AND COOPERATION WITH THE GOVERNMENT OF SAUDI ARABIA. 
END TEXT. VANCE UNQUOTE VANCE 


SECRET 
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